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The laying of this corner-stone marks the most important epoch in 
the history of this beautiful suburb of imperial Philadelphia. It not 
only signifies that the foundations for the Library structure have been 
completed, that a means for advanced education has come to our people, 
but it also signalizes the fact that old world philanthropy, separated by 
two centuries, has united in a common effort to place humanity on a 
higher plane. England of the 17th and Scotland of the 19th century 
each sent a son to the American shores with high ideals and high aims 
whose names blend harmoniously on this spot to-day. Thomas Holme 
and Andrew Carnegie by their benefactions made possible this gathering 
and this event. The former's foresight provided the ground and the 
latter 's wisdom the means to erect the structure which is to rear its head 
and stand as an inspiration to storing the mind with loftier thoughts and 
the production of a higher civilization among those who will seek the 
advantages of the education that its administration will offer. 

Those two men did much for Pennsylvania. The one "the sober 
and loving friend of William Penn" determined the site of Philadelphia, 
located its principal streets, plotted the province, advised as to its earlier 
laws and treated with the Indians on the basis of fairness and justice; 
the other, a humble Scotch emigrant boy, guided solely by his force of 
character, was able before he reached middle life to establish within the 
borders of the Commonwealth the greatest of all industrial works. 
Thomas Holme's philanthropy found expression in his will wherein he 
devised four pounds "for some charitable purposes in Dublin Township, 
"either a school or putting out a child of some honest man that was 
"poor to a trade or some honest way of livelihood." By their wise 
administration of that legacy the Trustees of the Lower Dublin Academy 
were able to purchase and present to the City of Philadelphia this site for 
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a free public library. Andrew Carnegie's philanthropy has many streams 
through which it flows. P'iltering through one of these the money to 
erect a library building on this site has been secured. 

Critics of Mr. Carnegie's plan for distributing his benefits, always 
adopting destructive, ever discarding constructive lines of criticism, would 
have him change the devotion of his benefactions and apply them to 
hospitals and asylums. Little do they know the man and his love for 
humanity and less than that do they comprehend the depth of the wnsdom 
of his distribution or the width of the field it covers. My acquaintance 
with Mr. Carnegie spans a period of more than half a century. It began 
before he was out of his 'teens and when we both worked at the same 
craft on the w^estern slope of the Allegheny Mountains. At that early 
day he displayed those great qualities of character which insured the 
brilliant and w^onderful success of his life and made him the first philan- 
thropist of his day. Endowed with strong, natural intelligence, sound 
sense, clear judgment and undaunted courage, he entered upon his career 
with a confidence that foretold success. He was always alert, always 
doing more than was required of him by his employers, and in the frag- 
ments of time that come to all busy persons he stored his mind with that 
useful knowledge which served him so well as the years rolled by. He 
was a student and a thinker. His habits w^ere beyond reproach and his 
honor unquestionable. His sympathies for his fellow man were deep and 
true and early developed that good will to man which forms the most 
prominent characteristic of his later years. Neither time nor occasion 
permit us to follow him step by step throughout his career, but as we look 
upon the colossal fortune that he built up by industry, probity and 
honesty, we cannot fail to see in its foundations the corner-stone ot charac- 
ter So, too, as we come to look upon his colossal philanthropies a 
similar corner-stone is seen embedded in their foundations. No one will 
deny that Mr. Carnegie has the absolute right to distribute benefactions 
as he deems best, without paying attention to carping criticism or question 
from any source; at the same time it is highly educational to analyze and 
study that distribution. Such analysis and study will plainly show that 
from his life's experiences and the philosophy he has drawn from, he has 
made self-help or self-reliance its basic idea. Whether you analyze the 
object and value of the Institute for Original Research at Washington, 
the Technical Institute at Pittsburgb, the music of a thousand churches, 
the pension system at the Carnegie Steel Works, or the libraries w^hich dot 
and beautity the land, you will see entrenched behind them self-help as 
the impelling force. As the varied objects of Mr. Carnegie's philanthropy 
reach fruition it will be seen that self-help has been stimulated, general 
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intelligence advanced, poverty decreased in volume as well as degree, and 
the necessity for hospitals and asylums lessened and their number limited 
to those needful for (jovernment to supply. 

Situated as it is amid quiet and peaceful surroundings this Library 
will add to the delights of our suburban life. The avenues leading to it 
lined with noble trees, the picturesque dwellings, the broad lawns and 
rippling waters will all lend an inspiration and furnish stimulation to 
search for and enjoy the treasures it contains. For this the community 
is to be congratulated. But further it is to be congratulated that the 
combined forces of private philanthropy and municipal wisdom have 
placed within its reach this institution as an aid to self-help. Self-help is 
the keynote for the health and happiness of the rising and future gener- 
ations as it was to those in the past who achieved the greatest successes 
in the history of the world. Opportunities come, they are not made, and 
fortunate is the one who has fitted himself to embrace them. The trained 
mind as a complement to the trained hand enables man to lay hold of the 
physical world and bring forth its riches. As intelligence grows and 
the more enlightened a man becomes the State develops and he, achieving 
greater independence in thought and action, becomes stronger in physique, 
purer in morals and better able to supply his own wants and add to the 
spiritual and material wealth of the community in which he lives. 

In conclusion permit me to say that this community highly appre- 
ciates the coming of this instituiion and in expressing their gratitude to 
all who were in any measure instrumental in securing it will couple with 
the names of Holme and Carnegie and the Trustees of the Lower Dublin 
Academy in loving remembrance the names of the gentlemen who consti- 
tute the Carnegie Fund Committee of The Free Library of Philadelphia. 
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